The characterization of Morell is central to the inner action of
the play. If merely Morell was a Leontes or if Candida had eloped
with Marchbanks, it would have proved nothing about the subjection
of women to man or thrown any light on the struggle between
the sexes. What the play says in effect is, " Here is your family
life at its best; and at its worst we leave it to you to imagine."
In an economical exposition with liberal descriptive stage-directions
helping, the facade of the character of Morell, that part of it which
is open to the public gaze, is built up. The Reverend James Mavor
Morell is a Christian Socialist clergyman of the Church of England.
His springs of public spirit overflow into an active membership
of the Guild of St. Mathew and the Christian Social Union, On
his book-shelves Marx's Capital and the Fabian essays fraternize
with theological works and Browning. u He has genial manners,
a sound voice, which he uses with the clean athletic articulation
of a practised orator, and a wide range and perfect command
of expression," He is robust and good-looking. There is nothing
surprising, if all these personal graces make Morell a highly popular
first-rate clergyman. The spinster, Prossy, falls in love with him.
Lexy Hill, his curate not only imitates Morell's mannerisms
but also thinks the latter's thoughts. Burgess, his father-in-law,
also helps to lay a brick or two to Morell's facade. He shamed
the Guardians to throw out the tender of his sweater father-in-law.
Hubris breathes through the announcement that Morell makes
about the coming of Candida to Lexy. " Get a wife like my
Candida," is the burden of his song. The sentimentality of Morell
provokes the remark from his typist:
Proserpine,
Qh> a man ought to be able to be fond of
his wife without making a fool of himself
about her.1
The climax to the expression of hubris is reached when he tells
March-banks:
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